Thursday 18 June 2020

TERM 2

NEWSLETTER No.9 Week 8

From the Principal,
Dear Parents and Families
We have certainly been blessed with some beautiful sunshine this week, in-dispersed with some much
needed rain. I hope everyone is enjoying the easing of more restrictions and catching up with family and
friends.
Our student attendance has been around 90% over the last few weeks. This is almost back to fairly normal
attendance. I would like to thank parents and families for the orderly way in which you are dropping off
your children at school in the mornings - either at the school gate, or the under covered area between 8.15-8.25 am or classrooms
after 8.25 am. We ask that parents still socially distance and promptly leave the school grounds. Thank you for your support.
As Phase three sees the easing of restrictions, it is still important that we adhere to the guidelines surrounding safe hygiene practices.
If your child is feeling unwell, please do not send them to school. They must remain home and seek medical advice. Children who
are unwell will be sent home.
If you are waiting on results for COVID19 testing, please inform the school. This information is treated sensitively.
It is important we support our youngest community members (our students) to manage the changes they have experienced. If your
child is experiencing difficulties, parents and carers can access urgent mental health advice and support for themselves or their child,
through a 24-hour crisis support line on telephone 1800 048 636.
Reports for Semester One
As I mentioned in our last newsletter, Semester One reports will look very different in 2020. We will provide emailed reports in week
10 as per our normal processes, however with the regular attendance of many students being lower over this time, the breadth and
depth of the curriculum covered throughout Semester One may have been reduced. For this reason, schools are not required to
include A to E grades on this year’s Semester One student reports. Our school will provide a comment for each subject area with a
focus on progress in the Mathematics and English comment section.
Schooling is once again returning to normal and our students are engaging in the regular curriculum, in their usual classroom
environment. Those approved to learn from home are also being supported. Semester Two reports will reflect this and therefore
provide the usual, more detailed information on your child’s progress and achievement.
School Development Days
Please note the Department of Education has given schools an additional School Development Day due to the interruption of COVID19. Our School Development Day for Term 3 is Monday 20 July. Term 4 School Development Days are Monday 12 October and Monday
16 November.
Lost Property
Our lost property is overflowing at the moment with unlabelled and unclaimed items, in particular school jumpers and jackets. Would
you please ensure you label your child’s school clothes to ensure that if they misplace their hat, school jumper or anything else that
we will be able to get the items back to them as soon as possible. If your child is missing anything, please advise them to visit the lost
property as soon as possible.
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School Grounds Update
We are happy to announce that the Junior Primary school toilets have been refurbished. Our Senior School toilets are now in the
process of refurbishment.
Bike racks – 14 new bike racks have been purchased and are now housed behind the wall of the middle block toilets.
Hygiene and Cleaning
To support the health and wellbeing of all our students and staff, our school will continue an enhanced cleaning routine and will
encourage frequent hand washing and sanitising.
Thank you for your continued support and encouragement as we work together to provide the best learning opportunities for our
students. As we progress, I’ll be sure to keep you updated with any new information.
Regards,
Brian Davies

WALKING TO CLASS

KINDY 3 SOUNDS

Congratulations to our Pre-primary students as they
walked confidently to class. Well done Girls and Boys!

We have been learning the sound A. We made
some cute ants on the apple.

MERIT CERTIFICATE RECIPIENTS
Week 8 Term 2

BREAKFAST CLUB

Room 18
Room 1
Room 3
Room 4
Room 5
Room 6
Room 7
Room 8
Room 14
Room 9
Room 10
Room 11
Room 12

Natasha. R, Indiana-Rose. S, Luke. H
Zeus. J, Lochlan. P, Amelie. C, Akira. L
Arielle. R, Emily. D, Cassadee. Q
Dain. C, Leah. M, Abul. K
Tehya. B, Jackson. K, Safa. S
Chelsea. R, Hudson. M
I’sha. F, Michelle. V, Indie. F
Faith. L, Lisa. N
Tayne. M, Tytan. L
Callen. V, Daniel. A, Ricky. N, Lochlan. M
Harrison. S, Mateja. C, Denim. S
Connor. S, Chayce. B, Shannon. P, Scarlett. B
Douglas. H, Max. R, Jackson. F, Destiny. G

Breakfast Club is run every Tuesday and Thursday from
8:15-8:30am. We encourage students to continue
having a good breakfast at home with their family and
to treat Breakfast Club as a top up. Breakfast Club can
fill any gaps in their tummy ready for a day of learning!
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PRE-PRIMARY SEMESTER ONE DURING THE PANDEMIC
During the unprecedented time of Covid-19, teaching in the Pre-Primary was at first, quite overwhelming. Early Childhood Education
is based around a hands-on and socially interactive programme. As teachers of young children, we know that ‘Play is a Child’s Work’
with every aspect of the programme planned to ensure it is developmentally appropriate. Fortunately, we have an incredibly supportive
school and parent community, and we were able to adjust our routines and activities to adapt to meet the requirements.
A snapshot of Semester One 😊
The class discussed ANZAC Day and how they commemorated it in different ways.
“I stood at the end of my driveway with my Mum and Dad to remember all the people that went to war.” Mason H
“I stood with my Dad, holding a torch at the end of our driveway, to remember the people who went to war. We listened to The Last
Post.” Shylo F
With all the extra cleaning requirements, we were fortunate to get to know Gill, our daily COVID cleaner very well.
In the course of much discussion on hygiene during the pandemic;





The children made a ‘germ’ display and discussed how to keep the germs away.
The children were given individual portions of play dough and plasticine to use to ensure safe hygiene practises of not sharing.
They were careful not to lose their portion.
The class set up a breakfast café, including a sink to ‘wash’ their hands before entering.
The children became very independent walking to class from the gate drop off.

Anzac day Art

Working with Plasticine

Gill our lovely cleaner

Creating with Playdough

Germ display

Breakfast Café
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P & C UNIFORM SHOP ORDERING

KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS 2021

Parents can access the Uniform Shop Order Form from
https://illawarraps.wa.edu.au/uniform-shop and submit
their order and/or enquiries to
illawarrapsuniformshop@gmail.com Payment can be
made by EFTPOS or direct deposit to the Uniform Shop
(bank account details are on the order form). The
uniform shop is open Mondays 8:15- 8:45am and
Thursdays 2:45 – 3:15pm.

Apply now (children born between 1 July 2016 and 30
June 2017).
Applications to enrol children entering Kindergarten in
the 2021 school year are available online at
www.illawarra.PS@education.wa.edu.au under the
enrolment tab. Please contact the school office if you
would like a hard copy printed for you.

CANTEEN SPECIAL

BIKE CLUB
Just a reminder that Bike Club runs every Thursday this
term at lunchtime and all students in Year 1 to 6 are
welcome. Students are to bring their own bike or
scooter and helmet.

A GUIDE TO ONLINE MENTAL HEALTH
RESOURCES

A copy of the order form will be attached to the newsletter
email and each student will be provided with hard copy to take
home. Additional copies will be available from the office.
Please return completed order form with payment to either
the canteen of green letterbox located in the office by Friday
26 June 2020.

The mental health of many Australians is under considerable
strain coping the Covid-19 pandemic and its many ongoing
after effects. The Australian Government has funded a range
of digital mental health resources to support the mental
health and wellbeing of Australian adults and children due to
Covid-19 and other factors. Please follow this link
https://www.emhprac.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2020/04/Managing-Your-Mental-HealthOnline-Factsheet.pdf to access these resources.

SCHOOL HOLIDAY EMERGENCY DENTAL CARE
The Roseworth School Dental Clinic will be closed during the July School Holidays.
If you have an urgent dental emergency during business hours, please contact Ballajura School Dental Clinic on 9249 3812.
After hours emergency contact 1800 098 818 or your local private dentist.
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR STAFF
This newsletter we meet
ASHLEA WILKINS
Year 5/6 Teacher – Room 12
Welcome to Illawarra! Please tell us a little about your teaching journey!
Thank you for welcoming me! I Started my teaching journey as a relief teacher and was fortunate enough to
work at Illawarra and a few other primary schools. My first contract position was at Doubleview PS teaching
year three and six, then I moved onto Heathridge PS as year one teacher. I had a break to have my son and now
here I am at Illawarra teaching the year 5/6’s.
Please share a special memory from your teaching career so far!
Gosh, so many, but one that stands out the most was at Heathridge Primary School. I was asked to be a
presenter and demonstrate with students from P-2 Phonological Awareness to Principals, Deputy Principals,
Teachers and Education Assistants. Being able to showcase effective learning and being passionate about
literacy, whilst being asked questions and being provided with positive feedback, was rewarding. Some people
present, I looked up to and aspired to be. Hard work pays off and there is nothing as special as being given
recognition and praise.
Was there a staff member who particularly inspired you to do your best when you were at school?
My Deputy Principal, Amanda Pickersgill. She was a wonderful role model, who led by example. She was a task
master who fostered higher order thinking. All her fantastic ideas combined with our hard work paid off. This
was extremely beneficial to the students who achieved good test results and most importantly increased
student engagement.
What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?
First and foremost, I love being a mum to my beautiful boy Tom! I also enjoy being outdoors, going on road
trips and having quality time with friends and family.
Please tell us a little about your family
I am the youngest of three girls. I have a husband who I have been married to for 5 years, a step daughter who
is 16, a son who is 2, two dogs, and fish.
What was the best piece of parenting advice you were given?
Be yourself! Don’t compare yourself to others as we are all different and have different strengths. My mum
always displayed how proud of us she was.
What has been a standout holiday for you or where would you like to visit?
My Honeymoon, We were fortunate enough to go to South Korea, Taiwan and the Maldives. This was
something really different!
What do you love about your role as a teacher?
I love connecting with the students and inspire them to be the best they can. Seeing them achieve is why I am
a teacher; such an overwhelming sense of pride.
Finally, and importantly which AFL team do you support?
Fremantle Dockers FC- Carn the Dockers!!
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