Thursday 21 May 2020

TERM 2

NEWSLETTER No.7 Week 4

From the Principal,
Dear Parents & Carers,
COVID-19 has certainly changed our lives and the way that we operate each minute of every day. We have had
to adapt to this new way of operating very quickly and adopt it as the new norm. We know that it has had an
impact on our lives and especially our children's lives. I want to once again thank every one of my staff at
Illawarra Primary School. They have all worked tirelessly in adapting to the changes, which can sometimes be
daily, if not on the minute. We have also ensured that these changes have appeared seamless for the benefit of our students in order
that students have the chance to continue their education and that there is little or no disruption to the teaching and learning practices
being delivered at our school.
We provide and will continue to provide a safe and welcoming environment where all children are happy and given the opportunity
to learn and develop into positive, educated young men and women. We have had a high attendance percentage since the beginning
of term. The students have all adapted well to being back at school full-time. Thank you parents and carers for your understanding in
following the guidelines set out by the Department of Education. We are still receiving regular information and updates from the
Department of Education, whom are working closely with the Department of Health, to assist us in minimising risk to students and
staff.
Updated Guidelines
Schooling is now compulsory again unless a student has a medical exemption. This means students are either:
 At school.
 Have a medical referral to learn from home.
 Unwell and staying at home.
 Are recorded as absent if they do not attend.
All surfaces are being frequently cleaned, throughout the day and hand sanitiser is being used frequently. We are continuing to have
a strong focus on explicitly teaching and reinforcing health and hygiene measures and practices such as hand washing, reducing face
contact, cough etiquette, use of hand sanitiser entering and exiting classrooms and minimising any physical contact. If your child is
unwell, please keep them at home until they have recovered. As the flu season is fast approaching, I encourage you and your children
to get the flu injection. They are currently free to all school children in Western Australia up to the age of 12.
Hygiene
Reminders for families to discuss with students:
• All students to be guided in regular hand-washing, not just after toilet breaks but before and after recess and lunch breaks, too.
• Hand sanitiser is available in all classrooms, at the front desk and in the staff room.
• Supplementary cleaning of high contact and communally used surfaces will be carried out during school days. This is additional to
the normal cleaning.
• Play equipment is included in the cleaning schedule for all of Term 2.
• If any confirmed cases of Covid19 are identified amongst the student or staff cohorts at the school, that person, or those persons
will be isolated immediately, the relevant authorities notified as soon as possible, and the school will be locked-down AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE for deep cleaning. It will not re-open until declared “safe” by a person qualified to so declare.
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Health checks
• Staff are especially reminded that if they are feeling unwell with flu-like symptoms – even mild symptoms - they should seek a health
check if they are at school when they begin to feel unwell. If at home, they should not attend school if feeling unwell.
• If staff declare a child “ill” following a presentation during the day that child will be immediately sent home AND / or isolated until
collected by parents. Education staff are entitled to priority health checks if they experience symptoms. Note: Immunodeficiency or
immunocompromised is a state in which the immune system's ability to fight infectious disease and cancer is compromised or entirely
absent. Most cases of immunodeficiency are acquired due to extrinsic factors that affect the patient's immune system. A chronic
health condition is a human health condition or disease that is persistent, or otherwise long-lasting in its effects, or a disease that
comes with time. The term chronic is often applied when the course of the disease lasts for more than three months. Common chronic
diseases include arthritis, asthma, cancer, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, diabetes and some viral diseases such as hepatitis
C and acquired immunodeficiency syndrome.
Semester Reports
Parents will still receive a Semester One report this term, however, it will look quite different. The format will be the same, and there
will be generic written comments for English and Mathematics. Class teachers will also write an individual general comment for each
student and provide information on attitude, behaviour and effort. There will be no other comments written and no grade allocations
in learning areas. Our other local schools will be following this same format.
School Drop Off and Pick Up
As advised by the Department of Education we will be continuing with our policy of parents dropping children at the entry gates and
leaving school immediately. Similarly, the same policy applies to collecting students at the end of the day. Staggered starts and finishes
for Kindergarten and Pre-Primary will continue for the time being. Parents who do not wish for older siblings to be released earlier
than the normal school finish time, with the Pre-Primary or Kindergarten siblings, are asked to contact the teacher direct via class
Dojo with this request.
To further support minimising adult contact we ask that parents refrain from coming into the school grounds unless it is an emergency.
When children are to be picked up for appointments or are late to school we ask that you call the office on 9205 9800 and a staff
member will come to your car. Only on these occasions is it suitable for parents to use the staff carpark.
Merit Certificates
With assemblies cancelled in schools across the state, our school will still be presenting Merit Certificates to our students every two
weeks. This Friday, Mrs Briggs, Mr Kelly and myself will be presenting students across the school (Pre-Primary to Year Six) with Merit
Certificates. Parents will be notified and forwarded the video of this presentation. The purple slips draw will also take place and
selected students presented with a Canteen Voucher to the value of ten dollars. They will also be rewarded with time in the ‘Games
Room’.
Celebrations
Celebrations of birthdays and significant events are always important for children. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 we cannot allow
any foods to be shared or distributed for these events. Please do not send in cakes, lolly bags packaged treats, etc. to share.
REMINDER – Drink Bottles
Every child should bring their own drink bottle from home — every day every day every day! The drink bottle should be clearly named.
Stranger Danger
Just a reminder to our community in regards to informing children about ‘stranger danger’. Please find some strategies regarding
speaking to your child/children about this relevant community issue. The points listed below come from the I Stay Safe website and a
link to this website is enclosed for your interest.
http://istaysafe.com.au/outdoorsafety/personal/stranger-danger/ What to tell your child about a stranger:
 Tell your child not to listen to or be near a stranger–rather to move away or to go back inside.
 Tell your child to never ever go with a stranger – no matter what the stranger says.
 Share a code word with your child that is easy for them to remember and assure them that only a trusted adult will know the code
word that you both share.
 Tell your child that strangers may make up sad stories, like looking for a lost pet, needing help with a sick child, or needing directions.
 Tell your child that strangers may offer treats, gifts or lollies for ‘helping’.
 Have your child make sure an adult they trust knows where they are at all times.
 Encourage your child if they have to walk by themselves somewhere to walk near busier roads/streets.
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 If ever they are frightened tell your child to go into a ‘safe place’ like a shop, police station or school and NEVER get into a car with
someone they don’t know. This information relating to stranger danger is not definitive. I encourage you to visit the website.
Medication — Coming back to School
A reminder to parents whose children may need to receive medication during school hours. Even if the medication is only for one day,
parents are required to complete a form giving us authority to administer the medication. It is preferred that parents administer their
own child’s medication, however, if this is not possible, a school medication form (available from the school office) needs to be
completed before any medication will be administered by staff. Students are not allowed to have medication in their school bags.
Parents or guardians should telephone the school office on 9205 9800 to discuss medication and completion of forms.
VENTOLIN OR OTHER ASTHMA PREPARATION EXCEPTED A reminder to students who have Asthma to carry their own Asthma
medication (Ventolin, etc.) with them to school each day.
Uniforms
Uniform order forms can be downloaded from the website, payment made, orders placed, then they will be forwarded to you either
via your child or for the children in Kindergarten and Pre Primary via the parents when you pick your child up at the end of the day.
Please note that the uniform shop now has EFTPOS.
Support for needy families… Food items available
If you are in need of food items or clothes, Father John Athanasiou from the Church of St Netarios has offered to assist any family in
need. Father John can be contacted directly on 0411 061 554 to discuss, in confidence, your need for food items. You are also welcome
to contact Katerina Dimitriou on 0420 264 463 to discuss your needs.
Teacher Student Tabloids Challenge
Last Friday, 15 May, the teachers in years 4 to 6 challenged the students at tabloids during Friday Sport. The teachers formed their
own team and challenged the students to outscore them. They displayed their various sporting skills and prowess over 10 various
activities involving running, throwing and ball control. Many of the children were surprised and impressed at skills displayed by the
teachers. Unfortunately, we had some major glitches with the scoring process, so the challenge is going to be repeated this Friday, 22
May. All students are keen to see if they can outscore the teachers.
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR STAFF
This newsletter we meet

BIANCA McENEANEY
Year 5 Teacher – Room 10
When did you start teaching at Illawarra and what grades have you taught?
I started teaching at Illawarra Primary last year. This year I am teaching Year 5. I have taught Year 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.
Can you share a special memory from your teaching career so far?
One year, my Year 4’s and I, along with the other Year 4 class held an art exhibition in the Ballajura Library. It was ceramic artwork
and was based on the artist Pablo Picasso. It was a raging success within the school and local community. The children had such
pride in their work and they still talk about it to this day!
Was there a staff member who particularly inspired you to do your best when you were at school?
My high school art teacher was a big mentor to me during my high school years. She was always there for me, encouraging me to
do my best and cheering for me from the side lines. I often still think about her now that I am a teacher, remembering the impact
she had on my life.
What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?
I love spending time with my family. This summer we bought a paddle board and spent most of our weekends down the river or
calm secluded beach fronts, paddle boarding, picnicking and building sandcastles. Some would also say I am a little bit of a
shopaholic! I love to go for breakfast or coffee and do some shopping.
Can you tell us a little about your family? (Children? Pets?)
My husband and I have two wonderful children, Emily who is in year 5 and Luke who is 2 this week. During the recent school
holidays, we added to our family and now have a dog. She is a Huskie and her name is Atka which means guardian. She is so much
fun! She is very playful and the kids have loved having a new best friend. Mr Mc Eneaney and I are still getting used to all the hair
around the house though!
What was the best piece of parenting advice you were given?
The best parenting advice that I was given is that all children grow and develop at their own pace. Rather than compare them,
celebrate their strengths. Help them develop their own unique talents and give them a sense of pride in their identity.
What has been a standout holiday for you or where would you like to visit?
Mr McEneaney is Irish so we have travelled back and forth to Ireland over the years. Every time we go, I discover new and magical
places. I have travelled to many cities all over the world, but the Emerald Isle is truly the most beautiful place I have ever been. We
would love to go on a family holiday to America in the future.
Do you have any talents some of us may not know about?
I love to paint. I have been involved in many art exhibitions showing off my work and even sold some pieces. It brings me so much
joy! I also love to bake cakes. I even made my own wedding cake!
What do you love about your role as a teacher?
I love that I can make a positive impact in children’s lives and I have the ability to help them grow and learn. There is something
truly exciting about watching a child grasp a concept that you have been teaching them and watching them become successful
learners and citizens. Not to mention everyday is fun and new!
Finally, and importantly which AFL team do you support?
Now to the most controversial question! I actually don’t have a favourite footy team. Crazy I know! I do love to be involved in the
tipping competitions, but my votes are more strategic rather than voting with my heart.
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LIBRARY

ENROLMENTS 2021

CANTEEN HYGIENE

Great News! The library is open for
students to borrow books. However,
there are still books overdue from
last term. It would be greatly
appreciated if all parent/guardians
would ensure that all Library books
are returned to the Library as soon as
possible. Thank you.

Apply now (children born between 1
July 2016 and 30 June 2017).

As a further measure to ensure
hygiene and safety within the school
canteen, Canteen staff and volunteers
have successfully completed the AHA
Hospitality & Tourism COVID-19
Hygiene Course.

WE NEED YOU!

Applications to enrol children entering
Kindergarten in the 2021 school year
are
available
online
at
www.illawarra.PS@education.wa.edu
.au under the enrolment tab. Please
contact the school office if you would
like a hard copy printed for you. As
parent/guardians are not to enter
school
ground,
please
place
completed forms into the letter box
located at the staff car park entrance.

The canteen is looking for helpers to
volunteer for Term 2. If you are
available to help out on a Monday,
Wednesday or Friday please contact
Gabriella on 0407 558 901.

2020 TERM DATES
Last day of Term 2 Friday 3 July
First day of Term 3 Tuesday 21 July
Last day of Term 3 Friday 25 September
First day of Term 4 Tuesday 13 October

UNIFORM SHOP
If you would like to purchase uniforms
please download the current price list
from the school website and email your
completed order form to Katerina at
Illawarrapsuniformshop@gmail.com.
Please note the uniform shop now has
EFTPOS.

DRESS UP DONATIONS
The Pre Primary is looking to add to their
dramatic play costumes. If any families have
costumes, dress-ups, sparkly shoes, purses/bags
and props that their child has grown out of, we
would welcome any donations. Please send to
Mrs Reed in Room 18. What we can't use, we will
donate to a worthy cause or community group
or cause.

Last day of Term 4 Thursday 17 December
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