Thursday 7 May 2020

TERM 2

NEWSLETTER No.6 Week 2

From the Principal,
Dear Parents and Families,
Welcome back to the beginning of a new term, whether currently in a home learning
environment or at school. The start to this term, given the complexities, has been quite
smooth. I would once again like to thank all the Illawarra School Community for your ongoing
support and patience across what has been a particularly trying period of six weeks. Parent flexibility, calmness
and resiliency during this time has been key to protecting all within our local and broader communities.
Australian schools are in an incredible position, compared to other countries where schools are open to all
students with parents being able to choose whether or not their children attend. We are looking forward to an
environment where one day we can slowly return to more normal routines.
I would also like to acknowledge the professional work of all our Illawarra staff through this time – cleaners,
education assistants, teachers, gardeners, school officers and administrators have all done their part and more.
Our staff have adapted to the ever-changing changing rules and expectations, along with the potential risks
involved in managing and working in such circumstances. I am proud to say that our staff, as a whole, have met
the various challenges presented and excelled in their response.
There has been a strong emphasis on personal hygiene with students:











Last term, before advised to do so by the Department of Education, Illawarra PS undertook extra
cleaning and sanitising of high traffic areas – and increased cleaning by 2 hours per day.
Additional cleaning of classrooms has occurred with a full time cleaner being employed from the
beginning of this term. This is on top of the extra cleaning carried out by our regular cleaners. Mrs Gillian
Grogan is constantly cleaning ‘high traffic’ areas throughout each day including playgrounds after each
break in a further effort to minimise the health risks involved. Mrs Grogan has a rotating cleaning
format she follows.
Every day of the school week per her schedule – Mrs Grogan cleans all door frames, door handles, drink
fountains, taps, soap dispensers, toilet areas and other high traffic areas before school, after recess
time and after lunch times.
Mrs Grogan cleans desks and chairs in all specialist classrooms, eg LOTE, Science and HASS after each
lesson of the day.
Staff disinfect and wash all balls etc after recess and lunch times.
Students are regularly reminded to wash their hands throughout the day and use hand sanitiser when
entering and exiting the classroom.
Paper towel and soaps are available in each toilet block for students. Students are constantly reminded
to wash their hands.
Computer keyboards, iPads, musical instruments, etc are wiped down after use with anti-bacterial
wipes.
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Importantly those students attending school have enjoyed the opportunity to catch up with their friends and
classmates which I am sure is a significant mental health benefit. Over the next week or so there will be further
announcements regarding the future direction of schooling made by the Government and Department of
Education. These announcements will be closely aligned to what happens with regard to the community spread
of COVID-19. If you have any concerns about COVID-19 measures, please contact me through the school office
or via email and I will make contact with you.
Thank you also to parents for respectfully dropping their children at the entry gates and leaving the school
immediately. We understand that it is particularly difficult when you have younger children, however, with the
warm and welcoming greeting from our staff, we hope this is reassuring to all families. It is equally as important
when you collect your children at the end of the day that, as adults, we maintain the 1.5m distancing rules. We
appreciate you adhering to this rule. Kiss and Drive is working smoothly and we acknowledge your co-operation
with our staggered starts and finishes to the school day (Kindergarten and Pre-Primary).
Current advice is that the Government has extended the State of Emergency until the end of week 3, so all
current school decisions will stay in place until then. No visitors or parents on the school site, and staggered
start and finish times will remain. With 80% of students back at school, our teachers are face to face teaching.
If your child is remaining at home – Please maintain a connection to us through your child’s class teacher and
the class Dojo App. Keep regularly checking your mobile phone and email for notifications and information, and
once again ensure your contact details are up to date with the office.
To further support minimising adult contact we ask that parents refrain from coming into the office unless it is
an emergency. When children are to be picked up for appointments or are late to school, we ask that you call
the office on 9205 9800 and a staff member will come to your car. Only on these occasions is it suitable for
parents to use the staff carpark.
UNIFORM SHOP
Uniform order forms can be downloaded from the school website. Completed orders should then be emailed
to Katerina in the uniform shop at Illawarrapsuniformshop@gmail.com. Once orders are ready, they will be
forwarded to you via your child or for the Kindergarten and Pre-Primary students via the parents when you pick
up your child at the end of the day.
CELEBRATIONS
Celebrations of birthdays and significant events are always important for children. Unfortunately, due to COVID19 we cannot allow any foods to be shared for these events - Sorry. Please do not send in cakes, lolly bags or
packaged treats to share.
MOTHER’S DAY
Happy Mother’s Day to all on Sunday.
Keep safe.
Brian Davies
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ANZAC TRIBUTE
Congratulations to all of the students who took part in our tribute
to the ANZACS on Friday 1 May.
While we were not able to host our traditional ANZAC service we
did acknowledge the efforts and commitments of our servicemen
and women who have served our nation in times of war. Our
service began with playing The Last Post, participating in one
minute’s silence and Reveille. This was echoed across the school
via our PA system. Students, Jahmila O, Cameron D, and Layaan M
recounted the story ‘About the Anzacs’. At the conclusion of the
reading, all of the classes then watched a video of our Year 6
Performance Group singing ‘Lest We Forget’ by David Allen. To
conclude our service, the students then made poppies in their
classrooms and placed them around the flag pole as a tribute to
the Anzacs.
In addition to this service individual classroom acknowledgements
occurred during the week. This included the creation of stunning
pieces of art work, the making of wreaths and listening to a variety
of stories and reflections.

ABOUT THE ANZACS
The first Anzacs (Australian and New Zealand Army Corps) were soldiers from both Australia and New Zealand who fought to help
Britain and her allies (friends such as France and Russia) in World War 1.
When Britain declared war against Germany on 4 August 1914, Australia and New Zealand sent thousands of soldiers to Britain’s
aid. They first sailed to Egypt where they were trained, then to Gallipoli, in Turkey, to fight against the Turks who were allies of
the Germans.
The Anzacs arrived at Gallipoli in boats on the morning of 25 April 1915 but they were sent to a beach that was easily seen by the
enemy, so many of them were wounded or killed before they even landed. Still, the Anzac spirit prevailed. Courageous, young and
strong, the Anzacs refused to give in. Many fine men were wounded or killed at Gallipoli, and afterwards in the Middle East and
on the Western Front in Europe – but their spirit lived on.
We commemorate Anzac Day of 25 April every year so we may honour and remember those who fought, those who served, and
those who died for us.
While the first Anzacs fought or served in World War 1, over the years Anzac Day has come to include Australians and New
Zealanders who have fought or served in all wars, conflicts and peacekeeping operations.
The Anzac legend was born from the hardships faced by our soldiers at Gallipoli. However, rather than focusing on loss, we focus
on the characteristics of the Anzacs that contributed to the Allies’ final victory: comradeship, bravery, tenacity, audacity and
endurance. These are the same characteristics that make us not only proud to be Aussies or Kiwis today but which also strengthen
our ties of mateship that not even the Tasman can divide.
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BOOK CLUB

LIBRARY

Book club Issue 3 can now be ordered
online through the loop link. The
catalogue can be viewed via the
following link scholastic.com.au/bookclub/virtual-catalogue-1/

It would be greatly appreciated if all
parent/guardians would ensure that
all Library books are returned to the
Library as soon as possible.
Borrowing for the Library has been
placed on hold this term until further
notice. Thank you.

FREE FIRE WOOD
We currently have some timber off cuts
from the removal of trees on the school
grounds. The size of the off cuts mean
they are not fire place ready and will be
required to be cut into smaller pieces.
They are over 12 months old so should
be sufficiently dry for use this winter.
Please contact the school office on
9205 9800 if you would like his fire
wood. Please note that removal can
only happen after 3:30pm.

WE NEED YOU!

Apply now (children born between
1 July 2016 and 30 June 2017).
Applications to enrol children
entering Kindergarten in the 2021
school year are available online at
www.illawarra.PS@education.wa.e
du.au under the enrolment tab.
Please contact the school office if
you would like a hard copy printed
for you. As parent/guardians are
not to enter school ground, please
place completed forms into the
letter box located at the staff car
park entrance.

The canteen is looking for helpers to
volunteer for Term 2. If you are
available to help out on a Monday,
Wednesday or Friday please contact
Gabriella on
0407 558 901.

UNIFORM SHOP
If you would like to purchase uniforms please download the current price list from the school website and email your completed
order form to Katerina at Illawarrapsuniformshop@gmail.com. Preferred payment is via direct deposit into the Illawarra Primary
School P&C bank account: BSB – 036 058, Account number – 034 478 with your child’s name as reference.

2020 TERM DATES
Last day of Term 2 Friday 3 July
First day of Term 3 Tuesday 21 July
Last day of Term 3 Friday 25 September
First day of Term 4 Tuesday 13 October
Last day of Term 4 Thursday 17 December
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