Thursday 5 November 2020

TERM 4

NEWSLETTER No.17 Week 4

From the Principal,
Dear Families,
You might have noticed the many potted seedlings around the school in our garden beds. A big thank you
to our wonderful P&C and particularly Shaun McDonald for the kind donation of hundreds of chili, tomato
and capsicum seedlings for our children to plant. Sustainability and getting back to nature are some of our
many priorities in our new Business Plan and getting back to nature.
School Business Plan 2021-2023
I would like to invite any interested parents to work on our new three-year Business Plan on Friday 13 November at 9.00 – 10.00pm
in the school library. Our current three-year plan finishes at the end of this year. Tea, coffee and snacks will be provided. I would
welcome parent input.
It is a requirement of Independent Public Schools (IPS) in Western Australia to write a school Business Plan that clearly defines the
strategic direction of the school. At Illawarra Primary School, our new plan will centre around 6 domains. These 6 domains are
used by school reviewers to assess schools every three years. Using these 6 domains for our Business Plan will also assist with our
next school review. The 6 domains to be used in our Business Plan are:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Student Achievement and Progress
Teaching Quality
Learning Environment
Leadership
Use of Resources
Relationships and Partnerships

The priorities outline in our new Business Plan will be rigorously worked towards and continually monitored throughout the threeyear life of the Business Plan. Over the next three years we will continue to meet the needs of our business plan and look forward
to inviting you, our parents, to be a part of the Review Process. Everything we do at our school is to better the current and future
education of your children.
SCHOOL BOARD NOMINATIONS
In 2021, we will have two (2) parent positions vacant. On behalf our school board and school board chairperson, Vince Randazzo,
I therefore invite nominations from our parents to nominate for the school board. Please note that the P&C will also nominate
two representatives at their first meeting in 2021.
Any parent interested in nominating for a 3 Year tenure or who would like more information are asked to contact either Vince
Randazzo 0419966165 or Brian Davies 92059800. If interested in nominating, please contact the school with your nomination.
Please include a blurb about yourself and a photo for parents to recognise who you are. Please submit this by the close of business,
Friday 20 November 2020.
Being a member of our school board is an important and rewarding role that contributes greatly to the success of our school.
Members include the Principal, parents, staff members and invited community members who can lend their skills and expertise
to enhance our school.
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BULLYING - It’s not always bullying
Illawarra Primary School is a wonderful school, with polite, well-mannered and positive students who go out of their way to help
others and avoid conflict. I love the way our Illawarra students live up to our school motto of Caring for People. You often see our
students asking others to join in with games, especially students on their own or new to the school. This is a strong reflection on
our students and teachers. Credit should also go to the wonderful work our parents and families have put into in raising such
wonderful students. Illawarra Primary School maintain a zero tolerance of bullying. Below is some information regarding
differences between bullying and conflict that sometimes occurs.
What is bullying?
Bullying is not just physically harming someone. Bullying can be verbal, which includes comments being said or written. It can also
be social, which is when behaviours are meant to damage someone’s relationship or reputation.
Mean vs unkind vs bullying
It is important for adults to teach students the difference between mean, unkind and bullying behaviours. Our teachers spend a
lot of time and effort explaining these differences. Many students use the word bullying, when what happened was either mean
or unkind.
Unkind
Is unintentionally saying or doing something hurtful to someone else. Mean is intentionally saying or doing something hurtful to
someone once, or maybe twice. Bullying is saying or doing something intentionally hurtful, and it is repeated over time, and
involves an imbalance of power. We encourage people to stop using the term bullying and start specifically naming the behaviours
that are taking place – he called me a name, he hit me, she is not letting me play with them. Once we know the behaviour we can
create a plan to help stop those behaviours.
Watch for signs
We encourage parents and carers to reach out to the school if they are noticing the signs of their child experiencing bullying-like
behaviours at school. What should you look for? Some signs include a student not wanting to go to school, participate in school
activities or being withdrawn.
Walk then talk
When unkind or mean behaviours take place at school, encourage your child to tell that person that he/she doesn’t like the
behaviour. If the behaviour stops, great! If it doesn’t, students should walk away. If there’s still an issue, the student should find
the nearest adult to talk to about the situation – be that a teacher on duty, the classroom teacher, or Jaylene, our Chaplain.
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS AND CHARGES 2021
The School Board have approved the schools recommended Voluntary Contributions and Charges policy for 2021 and we are
pleased to announce that there will not be any price increases for 2021.
To assist the school in planning for incursions we require parents to make this payment of $18.00, in full, by week 4 of term
1. Families experiencing financial difficulties should contact the school office to discuss a payment plan.
Term 4, 2020 statements will be forwarded to parents in week 4. Please note that payment for in term swimming is due by
Thursday 19 November. Payment can be made by EFTPOS in the school office, EFT, cash or cheque.
2021 LEADERSHIP NOMINATIONS
Today was the final day for students in Year 5 to nominate for Student Council and Faction Captain positons in 2021. On Tuesday
10 November students wishing to assume Student Council positions will address students in Years 4, 5 and 6. Candidates will be
voted in by staff and students. Students will also have the opportunity to nominate for other leadership positions including library
and flag monitors, audio visual technicians and Arts Captains. Parents of students in year 5, who will be delivering their speeches,
are invited to attend this event. It will commence promptly at 11.00am in the undercover assembly area.
Students who are successful in securing leadership positions will be announced at the final assembly for the term.
BOOKLISTS
Please note that orders need to be placed online at www.campion.com.au preferably by Friday 27 November 2020. Booklists were
forwarded home with the last newsletter. If you have misplaced your booklist, please see the front office staff for a replacement.
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CONNECT
By now you have probably heard others in our school community talking about the introduction of the online environment called
Connect.
So, in case you haven’t had time to read the information we have sent out, or have missed the discussion around Connect use in
our school, here is a run-down about it.
Connect is a secure online environment developed by the Department of Education for staff, students and parents in public
schools. For you, Connect provides easy access to information relevant to your child’s classes and learning such as assessments,
teacher feedback and attendance data.
Schools can use Connect to keep you updated with important information. Things like up-coming events, excursions, classroom
activities, photos and stories can be sent to you via email or, if you prefer, via a push notification on your phone.
The Connect Now app can be downloaded from the Apple App Store or Google Play.
You have been sent your login details via the email address we have on file for you. If you have recently changed your email
address, please let us know by phoning 9205 9800 or emailing illawarra.ps@education.wa.edu.au so we can update our details.
Semester 2, 2020 student reports will be forwarded to families via Connect so it is important that you set up your password as
soon as possible.
ARRANGEMENTS FOR 2021
Term 4 is always a very busy term in schools as we have many important ongoing tasks to do including teaching, assessment and
report writing. However, we also have an eye on planning for the 2021 school year.
In Term 4, one of the biggest roles for the school administration is to get in place our staffing profile for the 2021 school year. All
government schools are self-managing, which means we are given an indicative budget based on our projected enrolments and
we then have to staff the school accordingly.
As we are currently in the process of organising our staffing and year levels for 2021 it is critical that we have an accurate indication
of the number of students who will be attending Illawarra Primary School next year.
If your child is currently in Kindy to 5 and they will not be returning to Illawarra PS in 2021 we would appreciate it if you could let
us know as soon as possible. We would also appreciate parents promoting our school to other prospective parents. Please contact
the school either by phone on 92059800, or email us at Illawarra.PS@education.wa.edu.au
LIBRARY
Due to swimming lessons in week 7, the last week for borrowing library books will be week 5. ALL books MUST BE returned in
week 6.
Brian Davies
Principal.
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THANK YOU P&C
The Early Years Learning framework and the Australian Curriculum have a strong focus on sustainability.
In Kindy 2 we have been investigating our understanding of sustainable practices. The children have, read books, watched
educational videos and have been fortunate enough to plant and care for a seedling donated by the P & C as part of our
investigations into growing our own food.

Thank you to the families who supported Spooky Friday in the Canteen on
Friday 30 October. The spooky treats on sale were very popular with a
total sell out of everything on offer.

NOVEMBER
6
Assembly
Perth City Ballet Incursion
9
NAIDOC Week
Comic Club
10
Treasure Hunters Yr 3-6
11
Comic Club
12
Bike Club
16
PUPIL FREE DAY
17
Treasure Hunters Yr 3-6
18
School Board Meeting 3pm
Comic Club
19
Newsletter
Bike Club
Parent Thank You Morning
Tea
20
2021 Kindy & PP Meeting
P&C Quiz Night
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NAIDOC WEEK
NAIDOC stands for “National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee”. Broadly speaking, NAIDOC week celebrates
and recognises Indigenous culture, achievement and history. The theme of NAIDOC week this year is “Always Was, Always Will
Be”. This theme recognises that First Nations people have occupied and cared for this continent for over 65,000 years.
In 2020 NAIDOC week takes place on November 9 and concludes on November 15.
In celebration of NAIDOC week we will focus on celebrating the close relationship between the Noongar 6 seasons and the
traditional cultural practises that took place during each season. The Noongar Seasonal calendar is characterised by six different
seasons. Unlike the traditional four seasons, the Noongar seasons do not have a “fixed” duration. They can be long or short and
are dictated by many different observable changes i.e. the weather, the appearance of flowers/plants, the increased presence of
wildlife, etc. We wanted to capture these changes visually, whilst also representing the aforementioned cultural practises.
Birak (December - January)
Birak is the season of fire, this is represented by the base colour of red. Traditionally, this was the time of year that Noongar
people undertook control burns; these burns were done often in small areas at a time. From a bird's eye view, these burns looked
like a mosaic pattern. This mosaic pattern is represented by the black shapes. The embers of these fires are represented by the
yellow dots and dashes. Some Australian seeds germinate after a fire (i.e. Banksias), this new growth is represented by the green.
Overall, this captures the cycle of land management.
Bunuru (February - March)
Bunuru is the hottest time of the year and this is represented by the base colour of orange. Traditionally people would move to
coastal regions. People are represented by the black symbols for men, women, and children. Rivers and the ocean are
represented by the blue and white. This signifies the change in both diet (from mainland animals to coastal) and living conditions.
Djeran (April - May)
Djeran is the time of the year where it is beginning to cool down and this is represented by the colour of green. Traditionally,
Noongar people would construct Mia Mia's (small shelters) in preparation for the colder months to come. People sitting in a Mia
Mia is represented by the black symbols. It is also the time of year that red flowering gums are in bloom. These flowers are seen
in the design.
Makuru (June - July)
Makuru is the coldest and wettest time of year, represented by dark blue. Noongar people would move away from coastal areas,
changing their diet to grazing mainland animals. This migration is represented by the orange (for land) and was dictated by the
position of the stars.
Djilba (August - September)
Djilba is the flowering season, when wildflowers bloom everywhere. This is represented by the base colour pink. In particular,
this is the time of year the Acacia tree blooms.
Kambarang (October - November)
This season sees the return of warmer weather and this is represented by the base colour of yellow. This is the time of year the
Mooojar blooms (Australian Christmas Tree). Its bright orange flowers serve to represent the restarting of the season cycle, using
the same colours for Birak and Bunuru (the warmer seasons).
These exciting designs are on display outside of the library.
Mitchell Paddick – Aboriginal Islander Educational Officer (AIEO).
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OUR NEW SANDPIT

FRIENDLY VISITORS

Our newly installed sandpit, along with diggers and toys, provided much
enjoyment for our students. The goal now is to see how much sand we can
keep inside the blocks.

Look who has been visiting our school? Mum,
Dad and their brood of ten. They certainly kept
Mrs Briggs busy as she cleaned up after them
with buckets of water.

NO SCHOOL
MONDAY 16 NOVEMBER

FOUND
Two wallets were located in the under covered
area last week. Please see the front office for
further details.

BIRTHDAY CATERING
Take the stress out of organising treats for your children’s birthdays. Contact
Gabby in the canteen for cupcakes or ice creams to be delivered to your
child’s classroom. All items are freshly handmade to comply with the WASCA
traffic light system and require at least one weeks’ notice. Make catering for
your child’s birthday simple and easy. Special dietary requirements can be
catered for and are available Monday to Friday. EFTPOS facilities available at
the counter or online. To place an order or for any enquiries please phone
Gabby on 0407 558 901 or email illawarraprimaryschoolcanteen@gmail.com

P&C RAFFLE

The P&C are holding a fund raising raffle.
Tickets are $5 each. 1st prize - bike voucher
worth $300, 2nd prize - Bar fridge worth $300,
and 3rd prize - iPod worth $250. The raffle will
be drawn 16 December 2020 at 2pm. If you
would like to purchase a ticket, please contact
the P&C via illawarrapc6066@gmail.com
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