Thursday 10 September 2020

TERM 3

NEWSLETTER No.14 Week 8

From the Principal,
Dear Families,
What a tremendous carnival last Friday. Congratulations to our winning faction Zamia. Beautiful
weather, enthusiastic students, staff and parents; and great organisation from Mr Kelly and staff. To
further enhance the success of the day, Katerina, her executive team and our P & C helpers provided
some sensational food options – hamburgers, sausage in a bun, drinks and other tasty delights. The P
& C Krispy Kreme fundraiser was a huge hit along with their raffle. Thank you to everyone who helped
make the day fun and successful. Mrs Briggs and staff provided some much needed breakfast for staff
and parents who helped set up at the beginning of the day. Congratulations to all students for
participating and displaying sportsmanship – regardless of winning or losing. I’m really proud to be
associated with such a wonderful school community.
NEW NATURE PLAYGROUND
It’s all happening. Our new nature playground, extending from our Aboriginal garden has started to take shape, with the first
structure – a three by two metre concrete pipe being put in place. It was an incredible sight this morning to see the massive truck
and crane move this monolithic 8 ton pipe! This giant pipe will be a fun addition to the playground, where students will be able to
crawl through and climb onto. Thank you to our P & C for supporting this project – headed by our P & C President Katerina
Dimitriou and Shaun McDonald. Shaun and Rebecca McDonald provided us with this concrete pipe, sourced from Humes Concrete
– worth… $3700! Thank you to Humes Concrete for donating the pipe. Stay tuned for the next instalment, a giant pipe slide.
R U OK DAY
For those who aren’t aware – today was R U OK day at Illawarra PS. Many of our students spent the day asking friends, staff and
colleagues – are you ok in order to check in and check up with each other. We should also check up with ourselves. From
experience, sometimes when we are in the thick of whatever it is we are dealing with, we don’t see how we are impacting those
around us. I encourage you to listen when someone who cares asks R U OK? They may be seeing something you’re not sensing.
Ultimately you need to make good decisions for yourself as you are also responsible for your own wellbeing.
CLASSES OF 2021
Our school is currently planning our class structures for 2021. As you would imagine it is very difficult to predict enrolment
numbers this far out from the beginning of next year.
Illawarra Primary School ensures classes are formed in such a way as to best meet the needs of its students. The school spends a
considerable amount of time creating its class structure which is based upon staff professional judgements in order to optimise
the best learning environment for all students. Many factors are considered when making these judgements. The best interest of
all students is paramount when making placement decisions.
Class lists will be formed and then reviewed by all staff and submitted to our administrative Team for further revision. Following
this, any changes to class placement will only be made in exceptional circumstances.
STUDENTS WITH MEDICAL CONDITIONS
Would families please ensure they advise the school office if their child is diagnosed with a medical condition. Please also advise
if their child is under investigation for a medical condition that may impact upon the activities that they may undertake at school.
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PROTECTIVE BEHAVIOURS
This week is National Child Protection week. This is a timely reminder to all parents of the Protective Behaviours Programme that
is taught within schools. Protective behaviours are a living skills and personal safety programme. The aim is to strengthen the
resilience of children as they grow and develop. It focusses on giving children life skills to protect themselves from abusive
situations and on teaching children to avoid a wide range of potentially unsafe situations. At Illawarra, a whole school approach
to teaching protective behaviours, skills for life and resilience is embedded. Two themes overarch the programme.
1. We have the right to feel safe at all times.
2. We can talk with someone about anything no matter what it is.
Protective behaviours are introduced and taught in Kindergarten. Teachers are resourced with a variety of books and plans that
assist in the teaching of this curriculum area at each level. Parents and carers are always welcome to discuss the Protective
Behaviours programme with classroom teachers or the administrative team.
CONNECT
We are pleased to announce that Connect is now being implemented in our school. Connect is a learning, support and
communications platform developed by the Department of Education WA for staff, students and parents in public schools. Check
out the short video clip on Connect at https://vimeo.com/connectwa/welcome
How will parents access Connect?
Each parent will be given their own secure login to Connect. Connect is totally free and, because it is provided by the Department
of Education, is very safe. As well as being able to log into Connect on any internet-connected device, you may also receive notices
from Connect that will be sent to you as either an email or a notification on your phone. School reports would then be sent via
connect, the positive being that reports would be archived for easy access at any time. A free app called Connect Now can be
downloaded from Google Play or the Apple App Store and will let you receive Connect notices as push notifications. If you have
multiple children, you only need one login – even if your children attend different public primary or secondary schools. You will
receive an email with further information and your login details to register for Connect in the near future.
AFTER SCHOOL ARRANGEMENTS
Would parents please confirm their after school arrangements with their children before the start of the school
day. Unfortunately, we do not have sufficient staff to run messages to classrooms due to changes of arrangement (unless it is an
emergency). If your circumstances sometimes impact upon your ability to get to school when it finishes at 2.52pm, we suggest
your designated pick up spot for your child is Kiss and Drive on Redgum Drive. This area is supervised by staff until 3.20pm and if
you have not collected your child by this time they will be supervised by administration staff until collected. Alternatively, you can
utilise Camp Australia https://www.campaustralia.com.au/ who can care for your children on the school grounds until 6pm if
needed.
DEVELOPING RESILIENCY
At Illawarra Primary we work with you to develop in your children the skills, attitudes and habits which will assist your child to
have success throughout their school years and onto their careers. All our core subjects including History, Literacy and STEM skills
are explicitly taught and our school values. These opportunities develop student resilience – the ability to move forward even
when things get difficult and fall apart. Resilience is may be the most important attribute? For any of us to develop resilience we
need to be challenged in areas we are not comfortable. Without the opportunity to struggle, we won’t get the opportunity to try
again, to re-plan and try again and again, persevering until we have given it our best, optimistically resulting in overcoming the
problem and future problems. Adults are pivotal in teaching children learn this quality. It is often easier for us to step in and solve
our children’s problems. To become the lawn mower or ‘helicopter parents’. But what will we have we taught our children? We
will have taken away the opportunity for our children to feel that pride of achieving something which is difficult to attain.
Think of your own lives when you have eventually achieved a goal- a marathon, a difficult deal or a dream job. That boost of
confidence (and maybe sense of relief) is the same feeling your child will have when they achieve their goals. The challenges don’t
matter. They will have worked hard, received our support but solved the problem on their own. If we support our children
properly, they will be challenged to find their boundaries. They will fail but they will be supported when they try again. And again.
And again. We want them to be their best.
Brian Davies
Principal
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CROSS COUNTRY FUNDRAISER
All money raised as part of our Cross Country Event have been counted.
We raised a total of $3,016.25. Thank you to all those families who helped to make this such a successful fundraiser. The money
raised will be used to provide additional ICT equipment for student use.
The money raised by each faction was:
Acacia:
Zamia:
Hovea:
Sturt:

$958.85
$787.35
$645.00
$625.05

Congratulations to Acacia for being the faction that raised the most money. Children in that faction will be given an additional
30min play tomorrow after lunch. Those children in Acacia that collected sponsors for the event will also receive a free ice-cream.
INTERSCHOOL ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
This year’s Interschool Athletics Carnival will be held at South Ballajura Primary School on Friday 18 September from 9:30am till
12:00pm. We are currently in the process of selecting our interschool team. This should be finalised by this Friday 11 September.
All children who are selected will be given a note with information about the Interschool Carnival this Friday.
FACTION ATHLETICS CARNIVAL REPORT
The athletics carnival held last Friday was a successful day with all participating children giving their best effort in all events.
Children displayed wonderful sportsmanship and enthusiastically encouraged their team mates.
A huge thankyou to all those parents who assisted with setting up in the early hours and the scoring of the Rotation events. The
early starters enjoyed a delicious breakfast which was prepared by a fantastic group of staff. Once again a huge thankyou to all
those helpers.
All events were keenly contested and the children had an enjoyable day. They celebrated their wins with enthusiasm and
congratulated their opponents on their victories. The children are to be congratulated for their wonderful behaviour throughout
the day. The day produced many exciting and close finishes. Zamia led all day but Hovea continuously pushed hard in an effort to
overtake them. In the end Zamia held on to win the day.
Final results were:

1st:
2nd:
3rd:
4th:

Zamia:
Hovea:
Sturt:
Acacia:

1,125 Pts
1,021 Pts
819 Pts
751 Pts

Congratulations to those individual champion winners! Many of the champion winners were not decided until the final event. The
champion events were:






Cross Country
Distance Races: 200m, 300m, 400m
Throws
Long Jump
A Division Age Race
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ILLAWARRA PRIMARY CHAMPIONS 2020
GENDER
BOYS

CHAMPION
RUNNER UP

NAME
BRODY M
ZAKK C

PTS
52
40

GIRLS

CHAMPION
RUNNER UP

MIAH S
ABIGAIL W

41
39

BOYS

CHAMPION
RUNNER UP

HUDSON M
NATE M

53
34

GIRLS

CHAMPION
RUNNER UP

MADDISON M
MARIAH T

56
36

BOYS

CHAMPION
RUNNER UP

LUAL K
TAYNE M

51
24

GIRLS

CHAMPION
RUNNER UP

ALEXIA C
DJARLA F
I’SHA F

37
28
28

BOYS

CHAMPION
RUNNER UP

MARCO A
RYLEY C

48
35

GIRLS

CHAMPION
RUNNER UP

TESS D
MAIA W

46
40

BOYS

CHAMPION
RUNNER UP

JACOB M
MILO A

49
35

GIRLS

CHAMPION
RUNNER UP

ABBEY B
JENNA K

43
30

BOYS

CHAMPION
RUNNER UP

ZACK F
CHAYCE B

48
34

GIRLS

CHAMPION
RUNNER UP

YUKI N
AMBER D

53
26

ONE

TWO

THREE

FOUR

FIVE

SIX

MERIT CERTIFICATE
RECIPIENTS
Term 3 Week 6
Room 18
Room 1
Room 3
Room 4
Room 5
Room 6
Room 7
Room 8
Room 14
Room 9
Room 10
Room 11
Room 12

Amani S, Henley C
Fatima A, Amali B, Jenna A, Harper P
Luca A, Zakk C, Jayce F
Brock W, Sana A, Maryam H
Takaiyah N, Sophie A
Hudson A, Suhaan S
Gypsy B
Chloe H, Nina D, Caden O
Ahmed A
Tahlia H, Maia W, Taylor B
Gabriel N, Charles D
Shimeka H, Nada A, Nyah F
Elijah D, Natalie W

BIRTHDAY CATERING
Take the stress out of organising treats for your childrens’
birthdays. Contact Gabby in the canteen for cupcakes or ice creams to be
delivered to your child’s classroom. All items are freshly handmade to
comply with the WASCA traffic light system and require at least one
weeks’ notice. Make catering for your childs’ birthday simple and
easy. Special dietary requirements can be catered for and are available
Monday to Friday. EFTPOS facilities available at the counter or online. To
place an order or for any enquiries please phone Gabby on 0407 558 901
or email illawarraprimaryschoolcanteen@gmail.com
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ROOM 10 KINDNESS WITH PRE-PRIMARY
Year 5, Room 10 are undertaking a 25 day Kindness Challenge. One of their challenges this week was to read to a younger student.
They headed down to Pre Primary after lunch and read them some wonderful stories from the school library books. The Year 5’s
were in for a treat, as the Pre Primary's had just finished a story innovation on Incy Wincy Spider. After the year 5’s read the stories,
the Pre Primary’s shared their stories. They explained their beginning, middle and ending and what characters they changed the
spider into. The Year 5’s all agreed that the Pre Primaries are wonderful story tellers! Kindness is not only a fabulous feeling for
the people on the receiving end, but it also gives the giver of kindness a bucket load of feel good emotions.

STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
A number of staff, including Jaylene Tweedie our Chaplain, have attended a two day Gatekeeper Suicide Prevention workshop this
week. This workshop has an education focus and aims to help participants:


Gain an understanding of the problem of suicide, identify risk, intervention skills, confidentiality, consultation, selfharming behaviour, link between mental disorders and suicidal behaviours.

Lifeline - Contact Lifeline for support if you are experiencing a personal crisis or have suicidal thoughts on 131114. You can call
them 24 hours a day, 7 days a week from anywhere in Australia.

60 Illawarra Crescent North, Ballajura WA 6066 • T (08) 9205 9800 • E Illawarra.PS@education.wa.edu.au
www.Illawarraps.wa.edu.au

SEPTEMBER
14
15
16
17

18
22
23
24

25

Wildlife Incursion
Girls Club
Lego Club
Gelati Yr 3 – 6
Wildlife Incursion
Boys Club
Adopt A Koala Fundraiser
Interschool Carnival
Girls Club
Yr 6 Camp
Lego Club
Yr 6 Camp
Newsletter
Boys Club
Yr 6 Camp
Yr 6 Camp
Assembly
LAST DAY OF TERM 3

OCTOBER
12
13
15

PUPIL FREE DAY
First day of Term 4
Bike Club

WEST OZ WILDLIFE INCURSION PRE-PRIMARY TO YEAR 6
We are excited to welcome West Oz Wildlife to our school to showcase many of their wonderful Australian wildlife animals. West
Oz Wildlife is a family owned and run business, whose mission is to teach students about animal care and conservation. West Oz
Wildlife believes in fostering these values in children by offering the opportunity to provide hands on experiences in the
classroom.
Each animal will be presented separately and students will learn about the basic dietary requirements, where they live and why
they look the way they do. Keepers will educate students about endangered species and investigate their habitat and discover
ways to help protect them.
The incursion is a ‘hands on’ and all children will get the opportunity to get up close and personal with all of the wildlife,
including; a koala, bob tailed lizard, a dingo and a few different species of pythons.
Dates: Monday 14 September (Week 9) and Thursday 17 September (Week 9). Students to attend ONE day only.
Cost: $9.00 per student. If you have already paid the total $18 incursion fee, then the cost is covered. Please contact the front
office if you are unsure whether you have paid.
Regards,
Stacy Brown Year 2/3 Teacher
West Oz Wildlife Incursion Organiser
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BUZ POWER
Throughout terms 2 & 3, the year 6’s undertook a program called BUZ Power. BUZ stands for Build Up Zone – meaning we
encourage positive discussion where each person’s contribution is valued and there are no put-downs.
The year 6’s collected symbolic tools in their toolboxes to represent 11 life skills;
the power to cooperate, to believe in yourself, to stand up for something, to personal happiness, to handle feelings, to
communicate, to grow and change, to overcome fear and failure, to bounce back, to make good choices and to solve problems.
Here is a little about the first 4.
1.

Battery to symbolise ‘our power and need to recharge, store and use our power’. Personal power can be stored and
used, much like a battery. It also needs to be re-charged. Much discussion centred around ways to recharge our batteries.

2.

Rope to symbolise ‘the power to cooperate with others’. A key to good teamwork is believing YOU have something to
contribute, as do others. The more strands and the tighter the strands are wound, the stronger and more powerful is the
rope.

3.

Star to symbolise ‘the power to believe in yourself’. Be yourself, you don’t have to be like anybody else. Identify and
communicate your strengths; know you have something to contribute.

4.

Elephant to symbolise ‘the power to stand up for something’. You have power if you stand up for your own beliefs and
values and respect other people for their beliefs and values. Students examined the motivating factors for the choices
they make. We also spoke about bullying (deliberate, repeated, power imbalance) and 5 bully-proofing tactics.

The year 6’s finished BUZ Power with a final activity on the 6 August called ‘Save the World’! The students had to bring together
their skills in cooperation, communication and problem solving to complete challenges and collect matrix pieces.
Thank you very much to the staff and parents who helped on the day. Below are some group photos.
Mrs Tweedie
School Chaplain

60 Illawarra Crescent North, Ballajura WA 6066 • T (08) 9205 9800 • E Illawarra.PS@education.wa.edu.au
www.Illawarraps.wa.edu.au

ADOPT A KOALA PROJECT
This term, room 6 have been learning all about our cuddly friend the koala, who was greatly endangered through the Eastern
States bush fires that ravaged their habitat and killed many koalas. What can the Illawarra community do I hear you ask…? Our
school is endeavouring to raise money in order to adopt a koala from the NSW Koala Hospital. In week 9, all students will hear
a report about these endangered koalas from room 6 students. We will be asking for a small donation. The cost to adopt one
koala is $60, hopefully we will get enough to adopt more than one koala.
“25,000 koalas were killed in the 2020 bushfires. What can we do for the koalas? These cute tree dwellers need Illawarra Primary
School’s help by supporting them to get better from sickness and injury” Maddison R (Year 2).
“Only 40,000 koalas are in the wild because of the 2020 bushfires. So what can you do to help? Please help Illawarra Primary
School by donating 25c to adopt a koala from the NSW Koala Hospital. Your support will help expand their habitat by planting
more eucalyptus trees. Our beloved koala needs your help!” Chelsea R (Year 2).
“40,000 koalas are left in the wild. What can you do to help? Please! Help us raise money to help Illawarra Primary School adopt
a koala from NSW Koala Hospital. If you help us we can expand the fluffy furry friend’s homes and release them into nature. If
you don’t help they could become endangered. Our koalas need your help! So please give us 25c or more” Rhyley D (Year 3).
Students from room 6 will be collecting donations on Thursday the 17 of September from classrooms.

THANK YOU FROM PRE-PRIMARY
A BIG thank you to Mrs Judy Cox (our wonderful relief teacher)
& her handy husband John, for painting & revamping our
dramatic play furniture. The Pre Primary children have been
enjoying using it and appreciate the vibrant colours.
Mrs Reed & Ms Duncan

SCHOOL HOLIDAY EMERGENCY
DENTAL CARE
The Roseworth School Dental Clinic will be closed
during the School Holidays.
If you have an urgent dental emergency during
business hours, please contact:
Week 1
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Ballajura DTC
Warriapendi DTC
Ballajura
Warriapendi

9249 3812
9349 3975
9249 3812
9349 3975

Week 2

Warriapendi DTC

9349 3975

After hours emergency contact 1800 098 818 or your
local private dentist.
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