Thursday 13 August 2020

TERM 3

NEWSLETTER No.12 Week 4

From the Principal,
Dear Parents and Families,
Given that life is getting back to normal at Illawarra Primary School, our school and P&C are looking
forward to several events this term and next term. Our school disco is set for this coming Friday, with
our special guest DJ - the one and only Mr Hamilton. Next term our P & C are looking to run another
quiz night at our school and… wait for it…a Stargazing Night with telescopes and sausage sizzle.

Cross Walk Attendant
Last term we farewelled our long serving cross walk attendant, Mr Ken Watt, who retired after many years of wonderful service
looking after students of IPS. Mr Watt had many cherished memories working at our school. Sadly, I need to inform parents, that
recently Mr Watt passed away. We will leave it to parents as to whether or not they discuss his passing with your children. I would
like to assure our parents that there is school representation at his upcoming funeral and that the school and P & C sent flowers
and a condolence card to Ken’s family. In honour of Mr Watt, we will be dedicating a playground structure in his honour. We are
in the process of constructing another Nature Playground through the P&C, to adjoin our Aboriginal garden. This playground will
include some wonderful structures – one of which will be named in honour of Mr Watt.

We Care for People…
We take pride at Illawarra PS for being an inclusive, positive school and our motto of Caring for People is one that our wonderful
students practice on a regular basis in the classroom and during recess and lunchtimes. Our year 6 Mediators are generally always
on hand to support younger students in the playground, sorting out low level situations.
At IPS we are continuing to reinforce the important messages about how bullying is not okay and how we care for others at our
school. We generally don’t have major issues regarding bullying, however, it’s always a good idea to take stock of where the school
is at in dealing with issues as they arise. Below are also a few ideas to reinforce the importance of being kind and caring. The
national definition of bullying for Australian schools says:
Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social behaviour
that intends to cause physical, social and/or psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group misusing their power, or
perceived power, over one or more persons who feel unable to stop it from happening.
Bullying can happen in person or online, via various digital platforms and devices and it can be obvious (overt) or hidden (covert).
Bullying behaviour is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time (for example, through sharing of digital records).
Bullying of any form or for any reason can have immediate, medium and long-term effects on those involved, including bystanders.
Single incidents and conflict or fights between equals, whether in person or online, are not defined as bullying.
Behaviours that do not constitute bullying include:





mutual arguments and disagreements (where there is no power imbalance)
not liking someone or a single act of social rejection
one-off acts of meanness or spite
isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence.
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Parents can also reinforce the importance of being kind and caring.











Talk about the value of diversity within the community and understanding that each individual is unique and brings with
them individual differences that should be valued and respected.
Talk about bullying with your child at home to make it easier for them to tell you if something happens. Make sure they
know what bullying is and how they can respond. Help prepare your children to prevent online bullying and to know what
to do if it happens.
Start when your child is young to guide them to develop the social and emotional skills they will need to build positive
relationships throughout their lives, including problem-solving skills.
Recognise the warning signs of bullying. Although there may not be an issue, you should talk to your child if you have any
concerns. Raise the topic generally, if you don't want to ask directly. Be aware that many times children and young people
won't ask for help, so it is important to know what to look for.
Learn about how to respond appropriately if your child tells you about bullying. You can reassure your child by remaining
calm and being supportive.
Find out as much as you can about what has happened by talking calmly with your child. A good understanding about
what has happened can also help you in communicating with the school about the situation.
Read about strategies that can help. Practising strategies at home with your child is a good way to prepare them to use
them at school.
Contact the school if bullying has occurred and the school needs to be involved. Read about how you and the school
can work together to support your child, whether your child was bullied, bullied others, or witnessed bullying.

We can be much more effective dealing with bullying, when parents report and support our efforts to deal with it. If your child
reports that bullying is occurring at school, you should let us know about the situation. We care for your child and want to ensure
all students are safe and supported at Illawarra PS.
Brian Davies
Principal
NATIONAL TREE DAY
On Friday 31 July the Honourable Rita Saffioti, Board Chair, P & C President, P & C representatives, student councillors and guests
attended our tree planting ceremony. This event recognises the importance of tree planting and nature protection. Each year
across Australia the aim is to plant one million trees. At Illawarra we planted the first of many trees (Red Flowering gum tree)
around the grassed area as you enter the main gate of the school grounds. We hope to add to this lone tree in the not too distance
future.

KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS 2021
Applications to enrol children, born between 1 July 2016 and 30 June 2017 for Kindergarten in the 2021 school year are available
online at www.illawarra.PS@education.wa.edu.au under the enrolment tab. Alternatively, application forms are available from the
office.
If you or any prospective families in our area have a child ready for Kindergarten next year, please complete an application for
enrolment or call the office on 9205 9800 for further information. Sometimes families who have recently moved to Australia are
unaware that their children are eligible to start Kindergarten so please feel free to direct them to the school so that we can assist
them with enrolment information.
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NAPLAN IN SCHOOL PRACTICE TEST
Next week your child/children may come home and say that they did NAPLAN today. As you know, Australia wide NAPLAN testing
for 2020 was cancelled. However, as a school we have decided to assess students in Language Conventions, Reading and
Numeracy. This pen and paper assessment uses a previous years material and is for school purposes only. Data collected will be
used to track how our students are progressing. Once the data has been collated teaching staff will use this information to make
necessary adjustments to their teaching and learning programmes. If you have any concerns, please contact Mrs Briggs.
CANTEEN VOUCHERS
At each assembly we draw several purple slips which provide a canteen voucher to the value of ten dollars. This voucher must be
used before the end of each term. When placing their canteen order this voucher is to be used. Congratulations to our winners
from the last assembly.
LOST PROPERTY
Please note it is vital that students have their names clearly written in a laundry marking pen on all items of clothing. There
continues to be large amounts of clothing that are regularly placed in the lost property box which is located outside of the deputies’
office. If items are labelled they will be returned to the owner. If not, after several weeks they are washed and distributed to
students in need. We ask that you please label all items including hats, lunch boxes, drink bottles and any items that your children
are likely to lose.
BOOK WEEK
While the official dates for book week have been moved to October, we have decided to continue with the original dates of week
6, 24 – 28 August. The theme is ‘’Curious Creatures – Curious Minds”. Teachers will promote the shortlisted books with children
having the opportunity to loan these books (after Book Week). All classes will be invited to dress up as either a book character or
‘curious character’ on Wednesday 26 August (Students in Kindergarten will dress up on the Monday and Tuesday to accommodate
programmes). This is always a fun day. An assembly will be hosted by Room 6 on Friday 28 August. Again we are limited to the
number of parents who can attend, however, the assembly will be filmed and forwarded to families.
CROSS COUNTRY
Weather permitting, we will be holding our Cross Country on Tuesday 18 August. All parents are welcome to attend and encourage
all the children participating. Please note that social distancing of 1.5 metres still applies. The event will begin at 1:00pm with PrePrimary students and all other races will begin as soon as the previous one finishes. All groups will start and finish on the oval. The
children will participate in the Cross Country in their year levels. The order of races will be: Pre-Primary, Yr1, Yr2, Yr3, Yr4, Yr5 &
Yr6. All children are expected to participate in the Cross Country as this is part of the athletics program. If you do not wish your
child to participate, please provide a written note. Sponsorship forms and money are to be returned to the class teachers by Friday
4 September. Money can also be paid by direct deposit or EFTPOS at the school office. The faction that raises the most money will
receive an ice cream from the canteen and have an additional 30 minute play at lunch time. To be eligible for the prize children
must do the Cross Country race and collect sponsors. Any queries, please contact Mr Kelly.

STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
On Monday 20 July our classroom and administration staff took part in a professional learning update on 7
Steps to Writing Success presented by our Room 10 teacher Bianca McEneaney.
What are the Seven Steps to Writing Success?
Step 1: Plan for Success
Step 3: Tightening Tension
Step 5: Show, Don’t Tell
Step 7: Exciting Endings/Ending with Impact

Step 2: Sizzling Starts
Step 4: Dynamic Dialogue
Step 6: Ban the Boring

On this day all of our staff also attended a professional learning session on Records Management for Schools
covering guidelines, responsibilities, intellectual property and archiving for student and administration
records.
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY ROOM 9 & 10
This term, Room 9 and 10 have learnt to sew during Design and Technology. The students have designed a Softie inspired by the
Australian artist Pete Cromer. The students made templates from their designs, cut out pieces to match from felt, learnt how to do
a running stitch, sew on buttons and even use the sewing machine to put them together before stuffing them. Mrs McEneaney and
Mrs Sallie are super proud of their efforts! They look absolutely fabulous!

Year 5, Room 10 put their favourite footy teams jersey on and participated in a Seven Steps To Writing Grand Final competition on
Wednesday. The writing lesson was based on the Final Eight System that is used in the AFL and NRL. Eight teams competed against
each other for a place in the Grand Final. The topic was Grand Final and each round covered a step from Seven Steps to Writing, a
writing program we use at Illawarra Primary School. The students had such a great time competing with each other and their team
work skills and positive attitude towards other competing teams, absolutely delighted Mrs McEneaney away. The finished stories
of every team were very well written, and followed the seven steps format exceptionally well. These stories took the readers on
many exciting adventures through the imagery and richness of language. Jacob, Mitchell, Abbey and Rana were the winning team.
Well Done to everyone in Room 10, you all did such an amazing job!

60 Illawarra Crescent North, Ballajura WA 6066 • T (08) 9205 9800 • E Illawarra.PS@education.wa.edu.au
www.Illawarraps.wa.edu.au

MEMORIES OF KEN

AUGUST
14
18
19
20
24
25
26
27
28

Disco K-2 4:00-5:20pm
Disco 3-6 5:30-7:00pm
Cross Country
Girls Club
Lego Club
Boys Club
School Board Meeting 3pm
Book Week
Girls club
Book Week Dress Up Day
Lego Club
Newsletter
Boys Club
Assembly

FAMILIES ARE REMINDED NOT TO PARK ON PRIVATE
PROPERTY, ON VERGES OR PARKLANDS AROUND THE
SCHOOL. THIS INCLUDES RESIDENT LAWNS AS THIS CAUSES
SIGNIFICANT DAMAGE TO THEIR LAWNS AND SPRINKLER
SYSTEM. THANK YOU.

LEGO CLUB
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CANTEEN NEWS

CUPCAKE AND JELLY CUP DAY

ONLINE ORDERING
Canteen orders can now be made online. This is a fantastic
initiative that should save time for busy families and also
allows
payment
by
EFT.
The
site
is: https://ipscanteen.com/ General menus are listed for
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, an order date is selectable
and online orders must be in by 9.30am. If you have ordered
online and your child is sick, please ensure you call the office
so that the order can be set aside for another day.

FRIDAY AUGUST 21

BIRTHDAY CLASSROOM CATERING
Icecreams $1.00 per person
Cupcakes $1.50 per person
Custom made orders can be discussed directly with
Gabriella
at
the
Canteen,
on
email,
illawarraprimaryschoolcanteen@gmail.com
or
by
telephone 9205 9800 (Illawarra Primary School) / 0407 558
901 (Canteen mobile). Take the stress out of organising
cupcakes for your childrens’ birthdays. All items are freshly
handmade to comply with the WASCA traffic light
system and require at least one weeks’ notice. Make
catering for your childs’ birthday simple and easy. EFTPOS
facilities available at the counter or online.

Cupcakes $1.00 - $2.00

Jelly Cups with Caramelo Bear $1.00
Available from the Canteen at Recess

60 Illawarra Crescent North, Ballajura WA 6066 • T (08) 9205 9800 • E Illawarra.PS@education.wa.edu.au
www.Illawarraps.wa.edu.au

